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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Feb. 17

Clinton announced his selection of Robert B.
Blancato, formerly of the National Italian-Amer-
ican Foundation and the former House Select
Committee on Aging, to be the Executive Direc-
tor of the White House Conference on Aging.

‘‘An older America must soon face a new cen-
tury,’’ concluded the President. ‘‘A 1995 White
House Conference on Aging allows us to plan
for this challenge by working together to de-
velop policy recommendations for the 21st cen-
tury. We owe this to future generations.’’

Memorandum on Research Involving Human Subjects
February 17, 1994

Memorandum for the Vice President and the
Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies

Subject: Review of Federal Policy for the
Protection of Human Subjects

Federally funded biomedical and behavioral
research has resulted in major advances in
health care and improved the quality of life for
all Americans. The pursuit of new knowledge
in these fields of research often requires experi-
ments that involve human subjects. Although
human subjects research is an essential element
of biomedical and behavioral research, bioethical
considerations must influence the design and
conduct of such research.

Since 1947, when guidelines for research with
human subjects were promulgated, there has
been increasingly widespread recognition of the
need for voluntary and informed consent and
a scientifically valid design of experiments in-
volving human subjects.

Over time, this recognition has evolved into
a rigorous and formalized system of regulations
and guidelines, which were codified in govern-
mental policies on human subject research, and
were included in the former Department of

Health, Education and Welfare’s regulations in
1974, 45 C.F.R. 46. In 1991, 16 agencies for-
mally adopted the core of these regulations in
a common Federal Policy for the Protection of
Human Subjects. This Policy requires that all
research protocols involving human subjects be
reviewed by an Institutional Review Board. This
review ensures that (1) risks are minimized and
reasonable in relation to anticipated benefits; (2)
there is informed consent; and (3) the rights
and welfare of the subjects are maintained (56
Fed. Reg. 28003 (June 18, 1991)).

Although these regulations provide the frame-
work for protecting human subjects in research,
we must exercise constant care and ensure that
these regulations are strictly enforced by depart-
ments and agencies. Therefore, I direct each
department and agency of Government to re-
view present practices to assure compliance with
the Federal Policy for the Protection of Human
Subjects and to cease immediately sponsoring
or conducting any experiments involving humans
that do not fully comply with the Federal Policy.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Conflict in the Former
Yugoslavia
February 17, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On October 13, 1993, I provided a further

report to the Congress on the deployment of
U.S. combat-equipped aircraft to support efforts
of the United Nations and the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) to achieve peace

and stability in Bosnia-Herzegovina. As part of
my continuing efforts to ensure that Congress
is fully informed, I am again writing to you,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution, to
inform you that the United States has expanded
its participation in this important effort to reach
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